
HOW TO LOCATE SECONDARY SOURCES FOR YOUR RESEARCH PAPER ON SHAKESPEARE’S HAMLET 

Your best resource for secondary sources is the Jeff State Libraries.  We have plenty of print material and even more electronic 
material.  This means you can access information from anywhere you have an internet connection.  All you need is your library 
username and password.  Please check your campus email for a message from the Jeff State Libraries.  This contains your 
username/J number and password/PIN. 
Click on the ONLINE LIBRARY link here or from the Jeff State home page.  If you are off campus, you will be directed to a login 
page whereby you must enter your full J number [including the J and leading zeros] and four digit pin.  You will then be directed 
to the library’s website.  If you are on campus, the ONLINE LIBRARY link will take you directly to the library. 
Once on the library’s home page, you need to navigate to the English section of the website.  In the middle of the screen, there 
is a section called LOCATION COURSE OR PROGRAM SPECIFIC RESOURCES.  Click on the drop-down menu and scroll through and 
select ENGLISH then hit the “go” button.  This will take you directly to the English section.  On this page, you will notice a link to 
the OWL [Online Writing Lab at Purdue University] as well as a citation generator, plagiarism help, dictionaries, and more. 
For your research assignment, you will want to access the Literature Resources from Gale and the Literary Reference Center .  
Both of these databases contain literally thousands of secondary source material. 
To search for information and literary criticism on a particular piece in the Gale database, search by title of the work.  For 
example, for information and literary criticism on Hamlet, you would enter “Hamlet” in the search box and select the button 
“name of work”.  This limits your search to the actual name of the work and will prevent you from retrieving thousands of 
unrelated documents.  The following is the actual screen from the Gale database with the search strategy entered: 

 
Notice that the name of the work is entered in the search box and the radial button is selected on “Name of Work”.  This will 
retrieve only articles written about this work including overviews and literary criticism.  Also, the button next to “documents 
with full text” is selected; this means you will only retrieve articles that you can view/print in their entirety [as opposed to just 
citations].  You will notice that your search returns over 600 articles.  Look at the information on the left of the screen and select 
the link “William Shakespeare”; this will limit your results to only those articles discussing the actual work. 

 



The Literary Reference Center from EBSCO works in a similar fashion.  The following is an actual screenshot of a search in the 
EBSCO LRC for information on Hamlet. 

 
Below is a screenshot of the search results.  Note the tabs along the top of the page that allow you to sort between literary 
criticism, plot summaries, reviews, etc.  This is an excellent way to locate information.  Also, note the column on the left that lets 
your narrow your results.  This is particularly useful when you are searching for information on a title for which several authors 
have written.  You can narrow your results by author and be sure you are only retrieving articles related to the piece you are 
studying. 

 
 



The library also has books in print and electronic books for use in your research.  To locate these, use the library’s online catalog.  
It is available on every screen of the library’s website and appears under the heading “Search Our Online Catalog”:  

 
Your search will retrieve a list of books [print or electronic]. If you see the statement [electronic resource] in a title, this item 
may be accessed online right at your computer.  Otherwise, the item is in print and is located in one of our libraries.   To locate 
the actual print book on the shelf, you will need to write down the entire call number.  This is the number that corresponds to 
the label printed on the spine of each book.  The call number will appear in bold above the title.   

 
 



Locate the appropriate section in the library then use the call number to locate the item on the shelf.  You will notice once you 
get to the appropriate section on the shelf that many books on your topic are in the same location.  Check those items for 
information on your topic as well. 

If at any time during your research you have questions or need help, email the library at jeffstatelibraries@jeffstateonline.com .  


